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Ms. Thatcher’s testimony in an interna-
tional bankruptcy fraud trial was consider-
ably more mundane than Mr. Clinton’s,
relating to decisions she had made about
economic development while she was in
office. The case, David W. Allard v. Arthur
Andersen & Co., 601 473/97, involved
charges by the trustee of the now-defunct
DeLorean Motor Co. that the company’s
former accounting firm failed to disclose
questionable financial practices to the
company’s investors and creditors. The
jury quickly returned a verdict against
Andersen for $110 million.

Breaking Tech Ground

But the case did break some new
ground: It was Courtoom 2000’s inaugural
trial. Zachary Shimer, plaintiffs co-counsel
and a partner with New York’s Chad-
bourne & Parke LLP, credits the fast ver-
dict in part to the use of technology during
the trial.

“The technology is a great advance in
explaining difficult information to the jury
and keeping the jurors focused on the testi-
mony,” he says.

“We put all of the exhibits on CDs, so
that at the appropriate time while question-
ing a witness we could call for an exhibit
and it would appear instantly on the screen
in front of the jury. If T asked to look at
Page 2 of Exhibit No. 265 at the paragraph
beginning “X,” we could zoom in and
highlight the paragraph. In the past, jurors
would be busy flipping through pages of
testimony and not listening to the ques-
tioning. This new technology captured
their attention and kept them enthralled,”

BRriaN D. DIGIOVANNA, a registered pro-
fessional reporter and certified real-time
reporter who manages the technology for
Courtroom 2000, New York Supreme
Court, Civil Division, can be reached at
103702.1135@compuserve.com.
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